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SUBJECT:  Operations  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Operation  Farragut  Conducted 
by  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


■  1.  Forwarded  as  inclcsure  is  a  Combat  After  Action  Re^aort  for 

QO  Operation  Farragut.  Operation  Farragut  was  conducted  by  the  1st  Brigade, 
101st  Airborne  Division  during  the.  period  26  January  through  23  March 
*  *  1967.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 

appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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SUBJECT!  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  FARRAHTT  (MACV/ 
RCS/J3/32) 


TORU  t  Oorananding  General 

I  Field  Force  Vietnam 
APO  96350 


TO  t  Comandlng  Oeneral 

US  Military  Assistance  Oomand,  Vietnam 
ATTN  1  J3U3 
APO  96222 


1.  (U)  Name  of  Operation!  Operation  FARRAOUT. 

2.  (U)  Dates  of  Operation!  260800R  January  1967  through  23  March 
1967.  (Phase  Ti  £6  January  cT-16  February;  Phase  Hi  17-28  February  67; 
Phase  IHi  1-8  March  67;  Phase  IV:  9-23  Kerch  67). 

3.  (U)  location!  HINH  THUAN,  NdR  THUAN  and  LAM  DONO  Provinces. 

U.  (U)  Oomaand  Headquarters!  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division. 

5.  (U)  Reporting  Officer!  Brigadier  Oeneral  S.  H.  Matheson,  Caemand- 
ing  Oeneral,  1st  Brlgeae,  lOlat  Airborne  Division. 

6.  (C)  Task  Organization! 

a.  The  task  organisation  of  the  Brigade  at  the  initiation  of 
Operation  FARRAOUT  was  as  shown  below. 

1-327  inf 


Engr  LZ  Clearing  Dos 

2r327  Inf 

1  plat,  A/326  Engr 

2-502  Inf 

1  plat  A2-17  Cav 
(returned  to  parent 
unit  control  D*2) 

2-320  Arty 

KL-30  Arty 

b.  The  task  organization  was  changed  during  operations  against  the 
LE  HOMO  PHONO  Secret  Base  by  the  addition  of  two  CIDO  Co  1^3 antes  (LUONO  SON 
SF  Camp)  In  direct  support;  one  coi^jany  with  the  2-327  Inf  and  two  platoons 
each  In  direct  support  of  1-327  Inf  mid  2-502  Inf;  The  lith  Troop,  8th  Cavrlry 
(ARVH)  operated  In  direct  support  of  the  Brigade  during  the  last  three  phases 
of  Operation  FARRAOUT.  (ROUP  It 

DOWCSADED  AT  3  YEARS  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  TEARS 
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RCS/J3/32) 

7.  (C)  Supporting  forces! 

a,  2/320  Artyi  Erployed  in  a  direct  support  role. 

b,  El/30  Artyi  Provided  general  support  reinforcing  fires. 

c,  10th  Aviation  Battalion!  Provided  two  airmobile  companies  in 
general  support.  These  helioopters  flew  troop  lift,  combat  support  and 
resupply  missions.  The  10th  Aviation  Battalion  was  augmented  with  one  add¬ 
itional  airmobile  company  during  Brigade  airmobile  assaults  on  17  February 
and  9  March. 

d,  179th  and  180th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company!  Provided 
four  flyahle  CH-J47  aircraft  on  a  mission  support  basis  for  use  in  displacing 
and  resupplying  artillery  units. 

e,  l83d  Aviation  Company!  Provided  four  0-1  aircraft  for  visual 
reconnaissance,  artillery  adjustment,  and  radio  relay. 

f,  ?th  Air  Comando  Squadron:  Provided  air  lilt  support  for  Pay 
War  operations. 

g,  2l»5th  Psy  Ops  Coi  Provided  one  loudspeaker  and  leaflet  dis¬ 
semination  team  in  direct  support. 

.  h.  7th  USAFt  Flew  52  tactical  fighter  missions  totaling  125  sorties. 
Fifty  of  these  sorties  were  immediate  requests  which  were  processed  through 
the  Air  Force  Tactical  Air  Request  Net  with  an  average  reaction  time  of  25 
minutes.  In  addition,  15  Combat  Sky  Spot  missions  (30  sorties),  6  flare ship 
(AC-ii7)  sorties,  78  reconnaissance  sorties,  102  Psychological  Warfare  sorties 
and  18J  transport  sorties  wore  flown  in  support  of  the  Brigade,  Eighteen 
B-52  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  the  Brigade.  FAC's  flew  322  sorties  in 
forwaid  air  control,  artillery  adjustment  and  visual  reconnaissance  missions. 

i.  35th  Engineer  Group!  Provided  general  engineer  support. 

j.  5Uth  Signal  Battalion:  Provided  general  support. 

k.  b98th  Med  Deti  Provided  responsive,  rapid,  evacuation  support 
to  the  Brigade  throughout  the  operation. 

l.  Det  A-237,  5th  SF  (froup  and  LUONQ  SON  CIDO  Camp:  Provided  two 
CH>0  conpanies  in  direct  support  of  Brigade  operations  in  the  IE  RONO  WONO 
Secret  Base  area. 

m.  Ijli5th  RF  Company  (HOA  DA):  Operated  in  direct  support  of  the 
Brigade  by  securing  1st  Log  Cmd  FSP  vicinity  STK}  MAO. 

n.  lith  Troop,  8th  Cav  (ARVN):  Operated  in  direct  support  of  the 
Brigade  by  providing  convoy  escort  and  security  along  National  Route  1 
between  HUN  HUE?  and  PHAN  RANG. 

o.  2d  Battalion,  Uith  Infantry  (ARVN)!  Operated  in  cloee  mutual 
coordination  and  cooperation  with  the  Ik-lgade  in  operations  against  Secret 
Base  7  and  80 ere t  Base  35* 

8.  (U)  Intelligence  1  See  Inclosure  1,  Intelligence. 

9.  (C)  Mission:  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  directed  the  1st 
Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  to  move  from  vicinity  KONT0M  on  21  January 
19o7  to  base  camp  vicinity  PHAN  raNO  and,  on  26  January  to  Initiate  opera¬ 
tions  to  search  out  and  destroy  enemy  units  and  installation!!  in  the  FARRAOUT 
AO  with  priority  to  Secret  Bases  7  and  35  in  that  order.  Siortly  after  the 
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initiation  of  the  operation,  the  Brigade  (  t)  was  withdrawn  from  Operation 
FARRAGUT  and  conducted  Operations  GATLING  I  &  II.  Upon  completion  of  GATLING 
U  on  15  February  1967  tha  FARRAGUT  AO  was  extended  and  the  Brigade’s  mission 
modified  to  lnolude  the  conduct  of  search  and  destroy  operations  In  areas 
adjacent  to  National  Route  1  between  TOAN  TOIET  and  PHAN  RANG,  Inclosure  2, 
Operations  Schematics. 

10.  (C)  Concept  of  Operation  Operation  FARRAGUT  consisted  of  search 

and  destroy  operations  conducted  in  four  distinct  phases.  Phase  I  of  Operation 
FARRAGUT  was  oriented  into  Secret  Bsse  7  during  tha  period  26  January  -  16 
February  1967.  Following  a  feint  by  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
502d  Infantry  toward  Secret  Base  35  on  26  Janusry,  tha  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
327th  Infantry  conducted  airmobile  assaults  on  27  January  to  exploit  a  B-52 
strike  In  Secret  Base  7.  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  conducted 
airmobile  assaults  to  the  north  of  the  B-52  strike  zone  and  conducted  search 
and  destr  ■  operations  to  the  south,  while  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  .  oved  overland  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  north 
into  Secret  Base  7.  Following  the  departure  of  the  Brigade  minus  on  30  and 
31  January  for  Operation  GATLING,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  32?th  Infantry 
continued  searoh  and  destroy  operations  in  and  adjacent  to  Secret  Base  7 
through  16  February.  During  the  period  17-26  February,  '5hase  II  of  Operation 
FARRAGUT  was  conducted  In  the  LE  HONO  PHONO  Secret-  Base,  1st  Battelion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  conducted 
thorough  'search  and  destroy  operations  in  exploitation  of  a  B-52  strike  while 
2d  Battalion  (  Airborne X  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion,  7th  Cavalry  minus 
blocked  to  the  NE  and  SW  respectively.  During  the  later  stages  of  Phase  II, 

2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
to  the  north,  attesting  to  drive  the  enemy  against  blocking  positions  manned 
by  elements  of  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  Troop  A,  2d 
Squadron  (Airborne),  17th  Cavalry.  Phase  III  of  Operation  FARRAGUT  (1-8  March 
67)  was  characterised  by  Brigade  minus  search  and  destroy  operations  against 
suspected  eneny  locations  north  of  SONG  MAO  virile  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 

327th  Infantry  secured  portions  of  Route  1  and  conducted  cordon  and  search 
operations  against  VC  controlled  villages  and  hamlets  between  PHAN  RANO  and 
SONO  MAO.  The  final  phase  of  Operation  FARRAGUT  was  a  three  battalion  search 
and  destroy  operation  against  Socret  Base  35.  Two  battalions.  1st  Battalion 
(lirborne),  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  S02d  infantry,  con¬ 
ducted  airmobile  assaults  from  30NG  MAO  into  Secret  Base  35  and  conducted 
search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  south  arai  west.  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
327th  Infantry  moved  overland  along  Rt  1,  conducted  search  and  destroy 
operations  to  the  east  and  blocked  routes  of  egress  out  of  Secret  Base  35  to 
the  west. 


11.  (C)  Execution! 


a.  Operation  FARRAGUT  was  characterised  by  small  unit  actions  and 
sporadic  contact  with  small  eneny  forces.  The  search  and  destroy  tactics 
utilised  consisted  of  saturation  patrolling,  night  movement,  night  ambushes, 
raids  and  tha  use  of  small  unit  stay  behind  forces.  The  terrain  over  which 
operations  were  conducted  Included  mountainous  jungle,  rolling  hills,  sandy 
scrub  forest,  and  flat,  cultivated  lowlands. 


b.  Iteration  FARRAGUT  was  initiated  seven  days  after  tha  termination 
of  Operation  PICXETT  in  KONTDM  Province,  On  21  January  67,  the  Brigade  began 
air  and  overland  movement  from  KONTUM  to  PHAN  RANG.  The  Brigade  minus  closed 
PHAN  RANO  on  22  January  and  on  26  January  convoy  elements  closed  THAN  RANO 
after  moving  overland  a  distance  of  approximately  UCO  irllei.  Operation 
FARRAOOT  commenced  at  260800H  January  1967. 


c.  Those  It  The  three  maneuver  battalions  of  the  Brigade  were 
located  at  the  Brigade  Base  Camp  vicinity  PHAN  R’NG.  At  260900H  January 
1967,  Task  Force  DOHHtTT,  composed  of  C/2-502  inf,  l  piat  a/326  Engr, 
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1  plat  A/2-17  Cav,  and  C  Btry,  2-320  Arty,  conducted  a  tactical  read  march 
to  an  area  NVf  of  Secret  Base  35.  This  move  was  an  attempt  to  deceive  the 
enemy  as  to  the  Brigade's  true  objective,  Secret  Base  7,  and  served  to 
position  forces  for  the  Brigade  assault  on  Del,  To  further  enhance  the 
deception,  2d  Battalion,  With  Regiment  (ARVN)  conwneed  operations  SE  of 
PHAN  RANG  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigade  end  during  the  period  26-27 
January,  a  heavy  artillery  and  naval  gun  fire  preparation  was  placed  in 
Secret  Base  35,  On  27  January  1967,  following  a  B-52  strike,  1st  Battalion 
(Airborne ),  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry 
conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  the  Secret  Base  7  area  to  exploit  the 
strike  and  destroy  enecy  forces  and  inatallations  in  eons.  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),  502d  Infantry  conducted  an  overland  move  from  HUN  RANG  into 
the  southern  portion  of  the  AO  and  commenced  search  and  destroy  operations 
to  the  NW,  (Inclosure  2,  Tab  A).  Contact  within  the  AO  during  lie  period 
27-30  January  was  relatively  light.  On  28  January,  in  two  brief  contacts, 
the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  J02d  Infantry  produced  h  VC  FTLA  (BO)  and  3 
individual  weapons  captured.  Documents  captured  as  a  result  of  this  en¬ 
counter  indicated  that  NVA  forces  were  being  used  as  fillers  in  local  VC 
units.  On  28  January,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  dis¬ 
covered  a  large  base  area  believed  to  have  been  the  VC  Province  Headquarters . 
The  area  contained  20  huts,  two  hospitals,  a  mess  hall  (75-100  capacity); 
radio  repair  area,  printing  plant,  and  a  large  amount  of  food,  livestock, 
documents,  and  medical  supplies.  On  30  January  the  2d  Battalion,  Uhth  ARVN 
Regiment  terminated  operations  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigade  and  resumed 
normal  defensive  poBture  from  three  locations  90uth  of  HiAN  HANG.  On  30  and 
31  January,  let  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  502d  Infantry  extracted  from  the  FARRAOOT  AO  to  PHAN  RANG  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  initiate  Operation  GATLING  I  in  LAM  DONG  Province,  while  the  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  continued  Operation  FARRAOOT.  The 
move mo nt  of  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  from  field  locations  to 
PHAN  RANG  deserves  comment  in  that  a  heliborne  extraction  of  one  infantry 
battalion  was  accomplished  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  Seven  separate 
PZ's  were  utlllzed'to  extract  Lh8  troops  between  181i7  hours  and  2115  hours 
on  30  January  1967«  At  311720H  January  67,  while  conducting  a  tactical  route 
reconnaissance  south  on  Highway  1,  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th 
Cavalry  was  engaged  by  mortar  and  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  1  OS  KIA, 

It  VS  WLA,  1  \  ton  trk  destroyed,  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  2  SKS's  captured.  During 
the  period  1-8  February, the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Inf antry  c ontinuad 
Operation  FARRAGOT,  making  light  contact  and  discovering  numerous  caches 
and  base  camp  areas.  On  2  February  67,  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th 
Cavalry,  reinforced  by  a  provisional  platoon  of  Company  A,  326th  Qiglneer 
Battalion  (Airborne),  conducted  an  overland  move  into  the  AO  and  commenced 
search  and  destroy  operations  under  OPOON  of  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th 
Infantry.  On  7  and  8  February,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry 
discovered  large  caches  of  food,  documents,  and  communications  eouipment. 

On  7  February  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17tb  Cavalry  terminated  search 
and  destroy  operations  and  returned  to  PHAN  RANG.  At  C80700H  February 
offensive  operations  in  the  FARRAGOT  AO  were  terminated  In  observance  of  ths 
TET  truce  period,  Units  assumed  a  defensive  posture  astride  known  or  suspect¬ 
ed  enemy  lines  of  communications  and  conducted  vigorous  defensive  recon¬ 
naissance  patrolling  in  an  attempt  to  minimize  VC/NVA  military  exploitation 
of  the  TET  stand-down.  During  the  TET  stand-down  period,  which  lasted 
throu^i  120700H  February  67,  there  were  2  VC/WA  initiated  contacts  in  the 
FARRAOOT  AO  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  OS  VIA,  and  1  mauser  captured.  On 
13  February,  Task  Force  THUND5H BALL  consisting  of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
j27th  Infantry;  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th  Cavalry;  Battery  B, 

2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery;  and  1  plat,  Btry  B,  1st  Battalion, 
30th  Artillery;  conducted  airmobile  assaults  and  overland  moves  into  selected 
LZ's  and  firing  positions  north  of  Route  1  and  commenced  search  and  destroy 
operations  south  to  eliminate  VC/WA  domination  of  Route  1  between  XAM  MAI 
(BN595Ji)  ana  VTHH  HOA  (EN5651).  The  task  force  was  sup/ ported  tn  elements  of 
Conpany  B,  Hth  Engineer  Battalion  which  had  the  mission  of  repairing  Route 
1  to  accomodate  military  convoys.  On  16  February  Task  Force  THUNDHRBALL 
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terminated  operations  S  of  PHAN  RANQ  and  conducted  a  combined  airncblle  and 
overland  move  to  SONO  MAO  (BN26U5)  and  prepared  for  future  operations  in  the 
FARRAOUT  AO. 

d.  Phase  Hi  The  second  phase  of  Operation  FARRAOUT  began  on  17 
February}  two  days  after  the  termination  of  QATL’NO  II  by  the  Brigade  minus 
and  one  day  after  Task  Fbrce  THUNDISBALL  moved  to  SONO  MAO,  On  17  February 
the  Ifc-lgade  initiated  searoh  and  destroy  operations  in  the  western  portion 
of  the  LB  MONO  PHONO  Forest.  Airmobile  assaults  were  conducted  by  all 
battalions  at  firet  light  from  PHAN  THIET  and  SONO  MAO  to  selected  LZ's  In 
the  AO  and  following  a  B-52  strike  at  1000  hours,  all  elements  initiated 
search  and  destroy  operations  and  extensive  patrolling  to  deny  enemy  egress 
out  of  the  area.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne;,  327th  Infantry  with  one  DS 
CIDG  Oo  blocked  routes  of  withdrawal  to  the  SB,  while  1st  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502 d  Infantry  each  with 
2  DS  CIDQ  platoons  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  SB.  2d 
Battalion,  7th  Cavalry  minus,  supported  by  1  DS  ARVN  Co  and  1  DS  RF  company, 
screened  Stf  of  the  Brigade's  AO  and  the  Brigadefe  origanic  cavalry  troop 
screened  the  road  network  north  of  the  LE  HOMO  PHONG,  (Ineloeire  2,  Tab  B). 
The  airmobile  assault  phase  of  the  operation  was  conducted  prior  to  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  B-52  strike.  All  elements  of  the  blocking  force  and 
asBault  elements  from  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  were  in  position  prior  to  the  B-52 
strike  and  the  airmobile  assault  continued  during  the  B-52  strike.  Con¬ 
current  with  the  assault  on  the  LE  HONG  fflONQ,  engineer  elements  supported 
by  lith  Troop,  8th  ARVN  Cavalry  began  repairs  and  re -op  ;ning  of  Route  1 
from  PHAN  THIET  to  SONG  MAO.  The  operation  during  the  period  17-22  February 
was  characterized  by  numerous,  but  light  contact  and  frequent  encounter  with 
mines,  booby  traps,  snipers  and  harassing  fire.  During  this  period  the  let 
Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  discovered  numerous  base  camps  and  fortified  positions  ranging  in' 
size  from  17-100  bunkers.  On  22  February,  2d  Battalion,  7th  Cavalry  minus, 
terminated  their  screening  mission  SW  of  the  Brigade  AO.  The  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),  502d  Infantry  terminated  operations  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  LE  HONG  PHONO  and  extracted  to  SONO  MAO  and  the  lot  and  2d  Battalions 
(Airborne),  327th  Infantry  repositioned  forces  in  order  to  conduct  search 
and  destroy  operations  against  the  eastern  portion  of  the  LE  HONO  PHONO. 

On  23  February  the  Brigade  began  operations  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
LE  HONG  PHONO  -ith  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  1  D3 
CIDQ  company  blocking  routes  of  withdrawal  to  the  N  and  W  and  the  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  with  1  Cl DO  company  DS  conducting 
search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  N.  Contact  during  the  period  23-2? 
February  consisted  of  harassing  fire  and  numerous  «m«n  unit  engagements. 
Several  large  carps! tee  and  food  caches  were  discovered  and  destroyed  or 
evacuated.  The  enemy  continued  attempts  without  success  to  interdict  convoy 
traffic  on  Route  1.  On  2li  February,  in  response  to'  a  request  for  assistance 
from  LAM  DONG  Province,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  and  C 
Battery,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillory  conducted  airmobile 
assaults  from  30NO  MAO  to  selected  LZ's  west  of  DI  t.tnw  and  began  search 
and  destroy  operations  to  locate  and  destroy  an  estimated  VC  battalion  which 
had  ambushed  local  ARVN  forces.  On  25  February  elements  of  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),  502 d  Infantry  contacted  U  VC  resulting  in  3  VC  ICIA  (BC),  1  VCC 
and  3  individual  weapons  captured,  acting  on  Intelligence  received  from 
the  captured  VC,  one  company  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  to  LZ's  SW  of 
DI  UNH  to  block  enemy  routes  of  withdrawal.  The  company  contacted  an 
estimated  2  conpany  force  Just  prior  to  dark  resulting  in  1  US  KIA,  8  US 
WIA,  9  VO  KIA  (BC)  and  5  individual  weapons  captured.  The  enemy  broke 
contact  at  dark  and  TAC  air  and  artillery  were  utilized  throughout  the  night 
in  an  effort  to  block  enemy  routes  of  egress.  On  27  February  the  Brigade 
terminated  operations  in  the  LE  HONO  PHONO  Fbrest  and  DI  UNH  arse  and 
extracted  to  SONO  MAO  to  conduct  maintenance  and  prepare  for  future  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  FARRAOUT  AO. 
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e.  Phase  IIIi  The  third  phase  of  Operation  FARRAOTT  was  character¬ 
ized  by  the  Brigade's  continued  use  of  land  LOC's,  the  conduct  of  several 
cordon  and  .-.ear on  operations  in  the  SONG  MAO  -  TUT  PHONO  area,  and  the  conduct 
of  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  area  north  of  SONG  MAO,  An  FSP  was 
established  at  SONG  MAO  by  elements  of  the  1st  Logistical  Command  and  the 
Brigade  provided  security  forthe  beach  unloading  site  vicinity  HOI  TAM  (BN373?). 
Ch  1  March,  reacting  to  intelligence  indicating  from  one  to  two  VC'  oompanies 
word  occupying  hamlets  N  of  TUT  PHONO,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  32?th 
Infantry,  or.  two  hours  notice,  executed  en  aiiraobile  assault  into  L2's  vic¬ 
inity  TOY  TIHH  CHAM  and  TOT  TDJH  VIET  (BNI46I48).  Elements  of  two  companies, 
assisted  by  the  Sector  Reconnaissance  and  Surveillance  Platoon  and  2  PF 
colonies,  collated  a  cordon  and  search  of  the  hamlets.  Results  of  the 
operation  wsre  6  VC  KIA  and  it  SA  captured.  The  battalion  was  extracted 

to  SONS  MAO  on  2  March.  On  3  March  67,  the  l*l*5th  jy?  company  replaced 
Brigade  elements  securing  the  beach  unloading  site  vicinity  HOI  TAN.  At 
030500H  Mar  67,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  conducted  a 
night  airmobile  raid  under  flare  illumination  to  cordon  and  search  the 
village  of  VINH  HOA  (BN$65l).  The  village  had  been  a  center  of  7C  tax 
collection  on  Route  1  between  PHAM  THIET  and  PHAN  P.ANO,  The  raid  achieved 
complete  surprise  as  evidenced  by  the  effective  sealing  of  the  of  the 
hamlet  prior  to  detection  by  the  local  population.  While  no  enemy  contacts 
were  made  as  a  result  of  the  operation,  significant  results  were  achieved 
in  the  fields  of  intelligence  and  civic  action.  As  a  direct  result  of  thi3 
operation,  the  entire  populace  of  VINH  HOA  (over  5CG)  elected  to  leave  the 
hamlet  and  return  to  GVN  control  by  relocating  at  TUY  PHONG.  At  030730H 
March  '7  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  the  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),  502d  Infantry  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  LZ's  north  of 
S3N0  MAO  and  began  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  south  and  north  re¬ 
spectively,  (Inclosure  2,  Tab  C).  No  significant  enemy  contact  was  made 
and  on  6  March  both  battalions  were  extracted  to  SONG  MAO.  The  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),  327th  Infantry  continued  to  secure  National  Route  1  while  Troop 
A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th.  Cavalry,  supported  by  lith  Troop,  6th  Cavalry 
( ARVN)  provided  convoy  security  and  escort  for  logistic  convoys  between  PHAN 
HANG  and  SOHO  MAO. 

f.  Phase  IV 1  The  fourth  phase  of  Operation  FAP.RAGUT  was  directed 
into  Secret  Base  35  and  was.  initiated  or.  6  March  with  the  clandestine  over¬ 
land  infiltration  of  four  long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  Teams  into  the  NV 
portion  of  the  objective  area  to  conduct  ambush  and  surveillance  operations 
along  enery  LOC's  between  Secret  Base  7  and  Secret  Base  35.  At  09070CW  March 
67  the  Brigade  initiated  search  and  destroy  operations  against  Secret  Base 

.*  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  executed  an  early  morning 
airmobile  raid  with  one  company  and  the  reconnaissance  platoon  to  cordon 
and  search  the  hamlet' of  SONG  HAI  (318262).  National  Police  assisted  in 
the  search,  segregation  and  screening  of  inhabitants  upon  completion  of  the 
cordon.  The  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  conducted  airmobile 
assaults  from  SONG  MAO  to  four  LZ's  in  the  northern  portion  of  Secret  Base 
35  and  began  search  and  destroy  operations  south  on  multiple  axis.  The  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  moved  overland  from  TUY  PHONG  into  the 
western  portion  of  the  objective  area  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  to  the  east  with  two  companies.  One  company  continued  to  secure 
National  Route  1.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  minus  con¬ 
ducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  the  southeast  portion  of  Secret  Base  35 
and  began  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  west.  At  091200B  March  67 
elements  of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  were  relieved  of 
their  mission  at  SONG  HAI  by  elements  of  the  2d  Battalion,  Wjth  Regiment 
(ARVN)  which  moved  overland  on  Provincial  Route  1*07,  (Inclosure  2,  Tab  D). 

These  elements  rejoined  the  battalion  minus  in  the  AO  and  by  1305  hours 
the  airmobile  move  was  complete.  On  10  March  the  Brigade  Main  Command 
Post  and  trains  begpja  movement  overland  from  SONG  MAO  to  PHAN  RANO.  Operations 
In  the  Secret  Base  35  area  were  characterized  by  light  aid  scattered  contacts 
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snd  attests  by  the  VC  to  harass  traffic  on  Routes  1  and  iiO?  through  the  use 
of  nines.  On  13  March  67  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  rein¬ 
forced  with  one  battery  of  artillery  and  one  platoon  of  engineers  terminated 
operations  in  Secret  Base  35  and  commenced  overland  movement  to  TUI  HQA. 

The  battalion  closed  TOY  HOA  and  became  0PCC8J  to  Task  Force  ITT  at  Hil60H 
March  67.  On  13  March  the  lith  Troop,  8th  Cavalry  (ARVN),  terminated  opera¬ 
tions  In  support  of  the  Brigade,  This  unit  was  responsible  for  the  Brigade's 
Successful  utilization  of  land  LOC's  during  the  final  stages  of  Operation 
FAfiiUGUT.  VC  contact  was  established  by  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th 
Infantry  on  13  and  Hi  March  in  a  series  of  caves  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  AO  snd  resulted  in  9  VC  KIA(BC)  and  6  SA  captured.  On  15  March,  the  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  minus,  conducted  an  airmobile  snd  over¬ 
land  .nave  to  an  area  Just  south  of  Secret  Base  7  and  began  search  and  destroy 
operations.  Che  company  of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  con¬ 
tinued  operations  in  the  NE  portion  of  Secret  Base  35  until  18  March  when  it 
rejoined  the  battalion.  On  16  March  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry 
discovered  a  large  campsite  and  contacted  an  estimated  6  VC  resulting  in  1  IE 
WIA,  5  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  VCC  and  li  SA  captured.  The  2d  Battalion,  liijth  Regiment 
(ARVN)  terminated  oparations  north  of  Secret  Base  35  In  support  of  the  Brigade 
on  16  March,  During  the  conduct  of  operations  in  Secret  Base  35,  Troop  A, 

2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th  Cavalry,  reinforced  by  the  Brigade  Security 
Platoon  established  and  maintained  TCP's  on  Route  1  to  monitor  movement  of 
civilian  traffic  and  gather  intelligence  on  VC  tax  collection  efforts.  The 
troop  oonducted  daily  road  clearing  and  screening  operations  on  Routes  1  and 
li07.  On  22  March  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborns),  327th  Infantry  terminated 
operations  in  Secret  Base  35  and  conducted  an  overland  move  to  fh.’JJ  RANQ  to 
begin  preparation  for  future  combat  operations.  At  221225H  March  67  elements 
of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502 d  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  raid 
against  the  deserted  hamlet  of  VDFH  HOA  resulting  in  the  capture  of' 2  ARVN 
deserters  and  li  detainees.  On  23  March  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  terminated  operations  in  the  FARRAOUT  AO  and  conducted  an  airmobile 
and  overland  move  to  the  Brigade  base  camp  at  RIAN  KANO.  Operation  FARRAOUT 
terminated  232bOCH  March  1967. 

12.  (C)  Results  1 

a.  The  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  accomplished  its 
mission  of  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  to  locate  and  destroy 
VC/NVA  forces  in  the  FARRAOUT  AO. 

b.  The  following  losses  were  inflicted  on  the  enemy  during  the 
operationi  115  VC/NVA  HA  (BC),  10  VC/NVA  KIA  (EST),  2  NVAC,  18  VCC,  1 
rallier,  139  detainees  (28  classified  civil  defendants),  80  indi-  .dual 
weapons,  80.li  tons  of  rice,  6.6  tons  of  com,  17  radios,  2  generators,  and 
miscellaneous  anmunit ion,  medical  and  administrative  supplies. 

c.  Friendly  losses  during  the  deration  were:  15  US  KIA,  llli  US 
WIA,  5  UVN  WIA  (supporting  forces);  3  M-151  h  ton  tries,  1  M-60,  2  M-79  and 
1  AH/IRC-25  destroyed,  1  2*g  ton  trl  damaged. 

13.  (U)  Administrative  Matters: 

a.  Personnel  and  Administration:  See  Inclosure  3,  Personnel  and 
AdmJ  nistration, 

b.  logistics:  See  Inclorure  ii,  logistics. 

o.  Civic  Action:  See  Inclosure  6,  Civil  Affairs, 

111.  (C)  Special  Equipment  and  Techniques: 

a.  The  successful  execution  of  an  illuminated  airmobile  raid  by 
one  battalion  minus,  emphasizes  the  value  of  this  taciio  in  achieving  sur¬ 
prise  as  well  as  ths  desirability  of  all  aviation  units  achieving  this 
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capability.  In  plaining  and  executing  the  night  airmobile  assaults,  several 
techniques. were  developed  vhlch  are  worthy  of  note. 

(1)  Tho  PZ  was  organised  by  10th  Aviation  Battalion  path¬ 
finders  who  placed  laa^a  at  each  touchdown  point.  This  facilitated  both 
the  movement  of  trocps  aad  aircraft  on  the.  PZ, 

(2)  The  f'.rst  flare  was  ignited  on  order  of  the  mission  eonmandsr 
as  the  first  fli^it  was  on  short  final  into  the  LZ.  Continuous  Illumination 
was  then  utilized  to  facilitate  the  landing  of  aircraft,  to  assist  ground 
troops  in  movement,  anti  to  aid  in  the  observation  of  the  target  area, 

(3)  The  sir  corridor  into  the  objective  area  was  planned  so 
that  critical  azimuth  changes  were  made  above-  friendly  installations  on  the 
ground.  Fire  arrows  '.fire  pots  placed  in  the  6hape  of  an  arrow)  ignited 
at  those  friendly  poe itlons  assisted  aircraft  navigation. 

b.  Repetitive  patrolling  over  the  same  area  in  varying  patterns 
uncovered  numerous  cliches  and  camp  areas  sometimes  only  meters  away  from 
earlier  discoveries, 

c.  During  Operation  FARRAOOT  air  warning  messages  were  broadcast 
by  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  utilising  an  All-  Force  sur¬ 
vival  kit  radio,  AN/URC-10.  Broadcasting  air  warning  messages  in  this 
raanrer  permitted  pilots  to  continually  monitor  ground  unit  command  nets. 

d.  The  21  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  made  extensive  use 
of  the  organic  cointer -mortar  radar,  AN/HPQ-kA,  during  Operation  FARRAlAJT . 

The  radar  was  utilized  with  varying  degrees  of  success  in  computing  survey 
coordinates  by: 

(1)  Tracking  a  low  charge,  high  angle  round. 

(2)  Tracking  a  balloon  floating  above  the  point  at  vhlch 
survey  coordinates  are  desired. 

(3)  Tracking  a  beer  can  dropped  from  an  H-13  to  the  point 
at  which  surveyed  coordinates  are  desired, 

15,  (C)  Commanders  Analysis: 

a.  Lessons  Learned: 

(1)  Inability  to  fire  accurately  at,  fleeting  targets  that 
appear  in  a  hasty  engagement  continues. to  be  a  subject  for  continuous 
training. 


v2)  All  individuals  detained  by  the  brigade  should  bo  evacuated 
through  brigade  channels,  Imnediate  release  of  detainees  to  OTN  authorities 
often  precludes  the  collection  end  dissemination  of  intelligence  of  Immediate 
tactical  significance. 

(3)  In  lucrative  areas,  it  is  desirable  to  re-enter  the  area 
using  varying  patterns  in  order  to  fully  exploit  or  develop  the  situation. 

(U)  Detailed  arrangements  must  be  made  to  insure  ARVN  and  CTDO 
troops  operating  in  direct  support  of  US  troope  are  properly  equipped  and 
supplied  to  remain  in  the  AO  for  the  duration  of  an  operation. 

(5)  The  conduct  of  Illuminated  aimoblle  operations  is  tactically 
feasible  and  greatly  enhances  the  brigade's  capability  to  surprise  the  enemy. 

(6)  Night  airmobile  operations  require  detailed  planning  and 
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thorough  reconnaissance. 

(7)  Civic  Action  activities,  in  addition  to  their  oontrilwtion 
to  Revolutionary  Development  Programs,  provide  an  excellent  souroe  of  in¬ 
telligence, 

b.  Coisnaniera  Notes: 

(1)  Operation  PARRA OUT  was  characterised  by  extensive  use  of 

the  available  road  network  to  position  and  resupply  brigade  maneuver  elements. 
The  Brigade  plana  to  continue  Mlclng  maximum  use  of  land  LOC'8  whenever  feasible. 

(2)  The  l»th  Troop,  8th  Cavalry  (ARW)  supported  the  Brigade 
during  the  overland  move  from  PHAN  MIST  to  SONO  MAO,  during  operations  in 
the  BONO  KAO  area,  and  during  the  overland  mow  from  30N0  MAO  to  PHAN  JUNO. 

The  troop  displayed  agressivenoss,  initiative,  and  a  high  degree  of  pro¬ 
fessional  conqpeteroe,  and  contributed  materially  to  the  brigade's  successful 
utilisation  of  land  LOC's. 

(3)  The  couaand  relationship  between  the  Brigade  and  U3SP/CID0 
units  in  the  PARRA  OUT  AO  was  not  clearly  defined  at  the  initiation  of  opera¬ 
tions,  This  situation  led  to  misunderstanding,  created  problems  in  coordina¬ 
tion  of  efforts,  and  prohibited  marl  mm  utilisation  of  all  available  re¬ 
sources,  This  problem  has  since  been  resolved. 

c.  Re  co  Emendations : 

(1)  That  during  the  assault  phase  of  operations  requiring  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  8-52  strikes  or  when  a  tactical  advantage  can  be  gained  by 
placing  ■«»»<<■«  troops  on  the  ground  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  Brigade's 
normal  aviation  support  of  two  light  airmobile  oospanieB  be  supplemented  by 
et  least  one  additional  light  airmobile  company, 

(2)  That  survival  type  mirrors  and  strobe  lights  (Light  Marker, 
Distress)  be  Issued  to  units  in  quantity  for  uae  in  signalling  aircraft  and 
marking  LZ'a, 
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Intlwwt  1  (latelilgonea)  to  Gar  bat  Operatic*#  inti  lab  lea  Impart, 

Cpt ratios  FiiUOOT 

1.  (C)  Tnnuln;  Tbo  CT04  of  operation  consisted  of  flat  low- 
load  usod  for  cultivation)  aondy  bordering  on  tbe  couth  Chinn  Sea)  sandy 
scrub  forests  of  the  Ut  BOHJ  PHOWj  and  rugged  forested  aountalnc  in  the 
northern  oad  western  portions  of  tbs  area  of  operation.  The  spars*  veg- 
itatloc  in  tbe  lowland  along  H«y  ft  provided  good  oticai  ration  and  fields 
of  fire,  but  poor  cover  and  ooneealnsot.  In  tbs  at  I’nielne,  tbe  heavy 
forest  afforded  good  cover  and  ooneeolmeat,  but  poor  observation  and  fields 
of  fire.  The  aoin  avenue  of  approach  was  along  Huy  ft  ()US).  The  hydrog¬ 
raphy  of  tbs  area  bad  no  offset  on  "'illtary  operations. 

2.  (V)  Weather i  Tbs  period  of  the  operation  fall  into  the  dry  sea¬ 
son  for  Hint  Thu an  and  Binh  Thuan  Provinces.  Rain  oc cured  on  on  average 
at  less  then  one  day  a  nonth  with  no  effeot  on  air  or  ground  operations. 

Winds  were  slightly  in  erases  of  predicted  speede,  tat  there  were  no  days 
that  ware  unfavorable  for  lcvlsvel  flying.  The  lack  of  rain  during  this 
period  creates  a  drastlo  shortage  of  water  which  results  in  a  najor  re¬ 
supply  problem.  (Generally,  tbe  weather  is  excellent  for  the  oonduct  of  mil¬ 
itary  operatlcos 

3.  (C)  Anelvalm 

a.  The  entire  operation  was  conducted  against  local  VC  forces 
and  a  thorough  search  of  the  area  resulted  In  no  significant  contact. 

Light,  scattered  contacts,  involving  no  ore  than  equal  sine  stray  forces, 
oocured  almost  on  a  daily  basis.  The  enesqy  made  frequent  use  of  nines 
and  booby  traps  along  roods  and  trails  in  tbs  10,  and  scployed  suipsrs  to 
slow  down  and  homes  friendly  forces. 

b.  In  SB  7,  tbe  VC  Provi  ng  lei  Headquarters  (1401),  and  274th  L? 
Company  sustained  sufficient  casualties  to  disrupt  and  weaken  tbe  enemy's 
influence  and  control  over  people.  The  unjr  base  in  this  area  wars  found 
destroyed)  large  quantities  of  documents,  training  notarial*,  medical  sup¬ 
plies,  radio  parts,  and  DlacaUanoua  equljnent  wire  captured. 

o.  In  SB  35,  the  270th  LP  Company  was  contacted  and  its  base 
oamy  destroyed.  The  VC  District  Headquarter#  and  a  aaall  PW  can p  was  also 
found  end  destroyed.  The  hamlet  of  San  Hal  has  been,  and  will  continue 
to  be  strorgbsld  for  the  VC  operating  la  SB  35.  the  270th  LP  Company  hoe 
been  integrated  vlth  KVA  up  to  50  percent.  These  *Vk  soldiers  osme  into  SVI 
in  infiltration  groups  and  were  used  to  bolster  local  feroe  com panla S  In 
Blah  Thuan  Province,  ^his  is  the  first  re-orted  lneldent  of  HV4  being 
integrated  iu  local  VC  units. 

d.  VC  tax  collection  points  between  Phenfc  Rang  and  Phan  Diiat  were 
frequently  disrupted  by  sufrise  raids.  Several  tax  collector*  were  appre¬ 
hended. 

*.  A  thorough  search  at  the  area  north  of  Sang  Mao  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  evidence  of  eiy  large  enemy  forces  in  the  area  or  of  any  alsaahla  base 
areas.  Contacts  nods  la  the  area  vers  United  to  scattered  guerrilla 
elements. 

ti  The  Ut  HOW  PECKJ  forest  has  in  tbe  past  been  used  as  a  base 
area  for  battalion  elae  units.  The  forest  ooBtalaa  a  osplax  of  —11  oanpe, 
ocmplste  with  oc— intention  tankers  end  trenches,  and  training  areas. 

During  tbs  dry  season  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  water  in  the  are*  with 
the  only  water  supply  being  a  few  local  wellfc  Tor  thle  reason,  it  ie  doubt¬ 
ful  that  large  enemy  units  will  be  found  in  thle  area  during  the  dry  seasons. 

g.  The  VC  are  losing  control  of  the  civilian  population  throughout 
tbe  40,  hut  to  e  snob  greater  extent  in  Blah  Thuan  Province  than  is  Ubb 
Thuan  Province,  This  fact  is  substantiated  by  tbs  significant  increase  in 
the  mmber  of  Boi  Qhcnh'e  during  the  period  of  OS  operations  in  the  areas. 

h.  The  following  OOMSK  was  provided  during  Operation  IMRRAQCTi 
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Inolosure  1  (Intelligence)  to  Caabat  Operations  After  Aotion  Heport, 

Operation  FARIUGUT  (cont'j) 

(1)  8,204  transmissions  were  .monitored  on  the  FM  nets  during 
the  period  28  Jan  -  23  Her  1967. 

(2)  226  tr-nsr.iesions  through  the  ’’Strike’’  switchboard  were 
nonltored  during  the  period  28  Jan  -  23  Mar  1967. 

(3)  Connunlcationa  security  during  all  phases  of  the  or->rot!ona 
was  quite  good  with  only  one  transmission  security  violation  being  r  od  and 
reported.  This  violation  was  the  disolosure  of  classified  lane  and  oper¬ 
ations. 

4.  (C)  Leaanne  Learned: 

a.  Red  Haze:  It  has  become  apparent  that  during  the  dry  seaaon 
when  the  local  inhabitants  are  burning  their  fields,  the  effectiveness 

of  Red  Haze  is  further  deoreased.  Rather  than  attaching  importance  to 
large  sitings  which  are  indicative  of  brush  fires,  the  snail  sitings  of  less 
than  ten  fires  are  of  greater  significance.  AU  reported  fires  must 
be  chocked  by  visual  reconnaissance. 

b.  Photography:  Aerial  photogrnp  y  was  re-dily  avoll'ble  and 
trull,  LZ  and  DZ  studies  prepared  of  those  areas  which  covered  In  the  or¬ 
iginal  planning.  However,  when  the  Brigade  began  moving  out  of  preplan¬ 
ned  area,  aerial  photographic  support  was  not  able  to  Veep  up.  Experience 
shows  that  it  requires  a  lead  time  of  approximately  seven  daya  to  obtain 
the  photography,  and  the  Intelligence  derived  from  the  photography,  for  any 
sizeable  area.  The  problem  seems  to  be  the  availability  of  Air  Force  photo- 
re  con  aircraft.  Future  plana  call  tor  an  aerial  Surveillance  end  Target 
Acquisition  FLatoon,  with  Mohawk  aircraft,  to  be  stationed  out  of  Kha  Trang 
uoder  IFFV  control.  The  avail  bilily  of  this  unit  should  alleviate  the 
problem  by  reducing  time  following  submission  of  requests. 

c.  IPW:  It  should  be  re-emphasized  that  due  to  the  complicated 
classification  system  of  detainees,  tin  low  Intelligence  level  of  detainees, 
and  large  anas  of  operations,  all  possible  capture  data  should  be  placed 
on  capture  tags  to  include  coordinates  of  capture,  date-time  group,  unit 

of  capture,  circuDstancee  surrounding  capture,  and  a  description  of  all 
weapons  and  documents  captured  with  the  individual. 

d.  All  individuals  detained  by  the  brigade  should  be  evacuated 
through  channels.  The  recent  experience  of  evacuation  detainees  through 
local  chancels  points  out  that  local  Vietnamese  do  not  use  the  samo  clast* 
slflcotlon  syst«i  as  we  do,  do  not  have  the  sans  intelligence  interests, 
and  do  not  have  a  system  for  the  expeditious  diseminntion  of  teotlcal  in¬ 
formation.  It  is  also  necessary  that  is  operations  with  the  Vietnamese  a 
great  deal  of  specific  coordination  is  necessary.  It  must  be  determined 
beforehand  where  detainees  ere  to  be  kept  end  interrogated,  where  piek  “ 
up  points,  screening  points,  and  LZ's  are  to  be  located,  aid  exactly  what 
physical  sets  are  to  be  followed  by  all  detained  personnel. 

e.  The  VC  have  a  definite  radio  monitoring  capability  and 
have,  on  several  occasions,  attempted  to  trier  cus  FM  nets.  This  makes 
it  mandatory  for  radio  opart  tors  to  be  familiar  with  the  use  of  outbsrv- 
icatlon  tables  and  be  able  to  ohalltnge  suspect  stations. 

f.  When  entering  a  new  operational  area,  all  possible  intelligence 
agencies  crust  be  screened  for  information,  and  personnel  who  are  familiar 
with  the  AO,  In  th«  post,  sources  of  Information  (PW's,  Hoi  Chech's) 

have  not  came  to  light  until  the  operation  had  started.  Although  these 
souroes  were  available  and  oould  have  provided  invaluable  information 
prior  to  the  aonraencomsnt  the  operation. 

g.  When  operating  agninst  local  force  VC,  the  longer  a  unit  remains 
in  the  area  the  better  the  chanoee  are  of  finding  the  enemy.  Although 
search  must  be  made  to  detect  hiding  places,  osebe,  and  base  areas.  Event¬ 
ually  tho  VC  will  leave  their  hiding  places  to  gain  food  and  water,  or  due 
to  general  rsetlessnese. 
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Inoloeure  1  (Intelligence)  to  Ccnbat  Operations  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  FARRAGO!  (cont'd) 

h.  Intelllgonoe  leads  must  be  reaoted  on  Immediately  to  obtain 
the  best  result  when  fighting  guerrilla.'.  Delays  In  reacting  to  intel¬ 
ligence  will  find  the  onsay  gone  from  the  area  and  the  target  no  longer 
lucrative.  It  nust  be  anticipated  that  many  reports  and  sightings  of  enajy 
activity  will  not  pan  out;  however,  sons  are  bound  to  bring  results, 

1.  During  the  dry  eooson  the  ene my  will  not  occupy  the  highest 
ground,  but  will  neve  his  canps  to  >lace  more  accsssibla  to  a  water  supply. 
Ambushes  can  be  very  successful  in  end  around  potential  sources  of  water. 

5.  (U)  The  following  is  o  breakout  of  the  eneiy  weapons  and  material 

losses  during  Operation  FARRlGOTi 

a.  Weapons  Captured! 


Mauser  Rifle  17 

M-l  Carbine  23 

SIS  2 

AC  At  * 

MAS  36  3 

OS  Shotgun  3 

.45  Cal  Pistol  2 

Springfield  . 30-06  2 
Thompson  SMO  6 

Moeln  Hagant  3 

PPSH  3 

SIR  2 

French  SJ40  3 

H-i  Rifle  _ 1_ 

TOTAL  80 

b-  Amunitlani 

SA  400 

6C-m  Mortars  4 

Claymore,  HD  10  2 

Claymore,  HD  3  2 

AP  Mines  8 

K-79  Hounds  7 

Hand  Ore nodes  51 

Blasting  Cops  10 

c.  Other: 

Transistor  Radios  15 

Volt  Meter  1 

Ohm  Meter  1 

Hadlo/Roceiver  1 

CW  Key  2 

TB-7  Generator  1 

1  3/4  H.P.  Generator  1 
PRC-10  Hand  Set  1 

Sewing  Machines  3 

Camera  1 

Microscope  1 

Mimeograph  Machine  1 

typewriters  6 

typewriter  Ribbon  395 


Tab  At  Order  of  Battle 
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*  (&"dsr  of  Battle)  to  Tnoloaure  1  (Intallipense)  to  C<m but  (iwtlaii 
After-  Aotice  Report,  Operation  PARRAGUT 

1.  (C)  VO  HVA  Initial  Order  of  Battle 

a,  nva  Unite 

(1)  At  the  beginning  of  Operation  FAIRAGUT  the  324th  Co, 

?24th  HVA  Bn  (possibly  of  the  9th  NT  NVA  Div)  was  believed  to  be  looated 
in  Ninh  Ihuan  Province.  Nuserous  reports  indicated  its  looatlon  as  in 
vicinity  of  Bn  6274,  operating  close  to  SECRET  BASE  7  (Bn  5574).  One  report 
indicated  its  operational  area  as  being  in  the  northern  position  of  Ninh 
Ihuan  Province  and  probably  using  SECRET  BASE  22  (BP  8006)  as  its  canter 

of  activity.  Its  nleslon  was  believed  to  include  preparation  for  and 
oonduct  of  aaortar  assault  on  the  Phan  Bang  Air  Force  Base  cccnnlex  in 
early  67. 

(2)  No  other  NVA  units  were  believed  to  be  located  within  the 
area  of  operation.  Some  of  the  local  VC  units  (apecifioally  the  270th  VC 

LP  Co)  was  believed  to  have  an  undetermined  amount  of  NVA  personnel  as  cadre. 

b.  VC  Units 

(lj  Ninh  Ihuan  Province 

(a)  The  following  VC  If  units  were  confirmed  as  oper¬ 
ating  in  the  Ninh  Ihuan  Province  area  with  the  nost  recent  oenter  of  or* 
orations  as  indicated) 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

270th  VCIP  Co 

BN  7568 

112  VCLF  Co 

BN  8167 

I401*tC6o 

BN  5574 

X415th  Co 

BN  9785 

1420th  Co 

BN  9785 

1425th  Co 

BN  6374 

1430th  Co 

Hi  7809 

Z435th  Co 

BN  5979 

X440tb  Co 

BN  4884 

1445th  Co 

Hi  7808 

(h)  The  following  VCLF  units  were  believed  to  be  looated 
In  the  Ninh  Thuan  Province  area  with  operational  areas  undortsdnod I 

1  1480  VCLF  Co 

z  I485  VCLF  Co 

Z  C274  VCLF  Co 

A  C28S  VCLF  Co 

(c)  Secret  Bass  Areas  were  believed  to  be  estebllahed 
in  the  following  vicinities  with  ths  most  protracted  activities  reported 
in  Secret  Baae  7  and  35« 


SECRET  BASE 

IJCATICB 

7 

BH  5574 

19 

BB  9792 

22 

EH  8006 

25 

BN  4684 

35 

EH  7559 

(2)  Sinh  Thuan  Province 


(a)  The  following  VCIF  units  were  believed  to  be  operating 
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Tab  4  (Order  of  Battle)  to  Inclosure  1  (Xrttelllgenoe7  Vo  C cobet  Pee nations 
After  Action  Reports,  Ooeraticn  PeR'UOOT  (cont!d) 

in  Binh  Thuan  Province  with  possible  locations  indicated  as  follows i 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

840  VC  Bn 

Unlocated 

602  VC  Br 

AN  7X5 

489  VC  Do 

EH  02Z1 

490  VC  Co 

AH  7420 

430  VC  Co 

AN  7427 

440  VC  Co 

BN  15X 

450  VC  Co 

AN  9314 

460  VC  Co 

Unlocated 

480  VC  Co 

Unlocated 

481  VC  Co 

Unlocated 

(b)  A  VC  Mobile  force  Bn,  identification  unknown,  was 
reported  numerous  tinea  c  'a rating  in  the  vicinity  of  AN  9421.  The  unit 
wes  reported  to  have  a  strength  of  600  to  >30  personnel  and  an  asaortaant 
of  weapons  to  include  6Cna  Mortars. 

2.  (C)  Order  of  Battle  Findings  and  aimnary  in  the  Operation  Area. 

a.  Nlnh  lfcuan  Province 

(1)  In  late  Jan  67  elements  of  the  Brigade  searched  and  de¬ 
stroyed  the  area  described  aa  Secret  Base  7,  Only  small,  isolated  contact 
was  made  end  as  a  result  an  insignificant  amount  of  Intelligence  was  ga¬ 
thered.  The  presence  of  small  Installations  and  facilities  aa  well  as 
agricultural  and  built  up  areas  confirmed  the  aesuaption  that  the  enemy 
(most  probably  Provincial  VC  Hq)  extensively  used  the  area  as  a  staging  area 
Rest  Area,  and  control  center.  It  was  not  established  that  contact  with 
the  enemy  units  listed  in  lb  (1)  (a)  and  (b)  was  made;  however,  tho  VC  II* 
ware  most  probably  nerahers  of  the  X4Q1  VC  Provincial  Hqs  and/or  its  sub¬ 
ordinate  units.  As  a  result  of  captured  material,  which  included  typewriters 
a  reproduction  machine,  printed  propaganda  leaflets,  directives,  rooters, 
etc.,  it  was  established  that  the  1401  Provincial  Hqs  was  located  and  operating 
within  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  W  5574- 

(2)  Hie  deployment  of  elements  of  the  brigade  in  SB  35  (BN 
7559)  on  9  March  67  initially  did  not  produce  a  significant  amount  of  con¬ 
tact.  The  search  and  screening  of  Bon  Hal  (31  8362)  resulted  in  approx¬ 
imately  30  detainees,  believed  to  be  local  VC  infrastructure,  which  estab¬ 
lishes  the  fact  that  the  hamlet  was  controlled  by  VC  unite  in  SB  35.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  search  mission,  oontaet  with  these  elements  was  extremely  light 
indicating  that  the  enemy  was  successfully  conducting  concealment  and  escape 
and  evasion  tactics,  Xhs  possibility  of  exfiltration  into  SB  7  (BN  5574), 
however,  appeared  remote  in  light  friendly  deployment  of  troops  in  the 
operational  area  west  of  Ewy  #1.  The  discovery  of  numerous  small  base 
camps,  seme  fortification,  individuals  with  various  caches,  and  well  used 
trails  indicated  that  SB  .35  was  extensively  used  by  small  VC  forces. 

b.  Binh  Oman  Province 

The  Brigade  deployment  Into  Binh  Thuan  Provisos  produced  an 
insignificant  aaount  of  intelligence  primarily  due  to  lack  of  oontaet 
with  enasy  combat  forces.  All  available  evidence  pointed  to  a  possible  enaqy 
exfiltratloo  from  the  operational  Area  approximately  72  hours  prior  to 
friendly  insertion. 

c.  Conclusion 

(l)  The  enemy  forces  in  Binh  Thuan  Province,  particularly  the 
840th  VCLP  Co  and  the  490th  VCLF  Co,  appear  to  have  been  well  trained  and 
organized  as  evidenced  by  their  successful  conduction  of  concealment 
and  escape  and  evasion  tactics  in  the  area  of  operation  during  Feb  67. 
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SStrSpl.SSl’SSSiS1  OpMUo  irur  btl. 

1.  (C)  UNIT  gBiSMmMi 

a*  Beginning  of  Operation  PeRRACUT. 

f/JUUiiUT^werl^a »^f oSiomf*' ®onna^  8trenfith»  »t  the  beginning  at  Oparatlcn 


Authorised  Augnentad  (HTOS) 
Assigned 
Present  for  Duty 
FaRRAGUT  AO 
Baae  Camp  -  Phan  Rang 
„  GaTBUG  AO  (vie  3*0  Loc  (1  rab 
Not  ft-ssent  for  Duty 


15  Fab  4?)) 


4490 

4876 

4534 

3443 

1091 

1773 

342 


"*  *•“  SSTZffS  •£>’?£  ZZSr2£22S^ST* 
-affi-a'Si-srrs*  ssrwirjwsauf » 


Conclusion  of  Operation  FaKaAGUT. 


FARR*CUT1iarataa^oll^ifBr',ainSl  str“*ths  at  **•  eocoluslon  of  Operation 


Authorised  Augmented  (HTtB) 
Assigned 
Present  for  Duty 
FaR&aOUT  AO 
Basa  Camp  -  Phan  Rang 
TP  m  AO 

Not  Pt-esent  for  Duty 


4490 

5093 

4808 

1901 

*2149 

758 

285 


"■"*  S  SS*SiTS  S»1S“t2 

SS-T5KJ  iLT^ISSLS, 

•  — &  ~  ■* 

“« srs  e.’s* 

•nUttad5mnIil«l^,^e  J?for",tl«D  Utb  1  officer  and  3 

e^.tt^fna?ssjs  ssss 

units  as  f^rU  r,0*iv*1  dvrl®6  the  operation  ware  assigned  to  subordinate 


m  it 


1 nv 
2)627 
2/502 


175 

153 

171 


2-  (C)  CASUALTIES  1 


2/333 
Spt  Bn 

Saparsts  Companies 


AT 

5 

2 

2 


71 

121 

142 
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Casualties  for  the  operation  wo  as  follows; 

»  if 

2/320  f 

2/l7th  Cay  i 

326th  Engr  , 

«HC,  Bis  “ 


ToUl  casualties  to  date: 


during  ft  oSrfu”’.^11"141  Un“  C0Mi^  «.  visit*  to  forward  unit, 
in  t'h.  wor*  J*°vid,d  to  the  units 


(C)  i-gtdOMwai.  PiAtfqur.  i 


per  sorrel  by’a'f^d^^^^  JE^*sii  “J  placed  on  accuracy  of 

their  Military  201  FU*s.  ^  ^  opportunity  to  personally  review 

during  *nd  P°8tol  <*•«*..  -re  held  for  all  unite 

5.  (C)  MBDICaLi 

«»  Bitlente  treated; 

(1)  WXA 

U4 

(2)  Non  Hostile  Injury 

(3)  Disease 

643 

(U)  Returned  to  Duty  31fl 

(5)  Evacuated  to  Hospital  c,„ 

>62 

(6)  Remaining  in  Holding  10 

(7)  Total  Retler.ta  Treated  gg, 

b‘  personnel  categorized  by  wound, ; 

(1)  Head 

5 

(2)  Chest 

5 

(3)  Ahdaseti  ^ 

(i)  Upper  Bxtrooeties  ,, 

26 

(!)  Lower  SstreaeUes  . 
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lnoX»«ve  .\  (Logistics)  to  Aftrr  Action  Operation  PABRACUT 

1.  (o  oHa'‘Oi-iio»  4*  &<*tata 

a.  General 

Operation  FARRAGUT  was  noteworthy  for  the  extensive  road 
convoy  activity,  in  comparison  with  other  recent  operations.  Major  convoy 
efforts  occured  from  Phan  Rang  to  Sorv  Mao,  Phan  Thlet  to  Song  Mao,  and 
Sor.g  Vac  to  Phan  Rang.  In  addition  trailer  convoys  operated  between  Phan 
Iii.t  Vi  Luong  Son  almost  daily  while  the  drdgade  headquarters  was  at 
Phan  tl-:t.  A  mmber  of  deficiencies  in  ewrroy  operation  became  apparent. 
ThSjt  ir-luded  failure  to  maintain  prescribed  vehicle  interval,  speeding, 
and  failure  to  report  croseing  of  check  points. 

The  operation  differed  also  in  that  it  was  logistically 
supported,  in  large  measure,  direct  fron  Phan  Rang  base  camp.  During 
the  initial  and  final  stages  of  the  operation,  the  Forward  Support  Ele¬ 
ment  (fS£)  v.5:  Jr.art.lvated  and  its  functions  were  assumed  by  the  Export 
Battalion.  Thrr  it--,  feasible  due  to  the,  proximity  of  the  bass  camp  and 
the  area  of  operations.  During  such  periods,  some  difficulty  was  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  duplication  of  logistical  requirements.  That  is  requirements 
for  the  same  item  were  placed  upon  logistical  personnel  froa  several  eources 
This  sometimoe  resulted  in  confusion  end  duplicated  issues. 

b.  Support  Battalion.  Wien  necessary.  Support  Battalion  establish¬ 
ed  an  FSE  consisting  of  Company  D,  326th  Medical  Battalion,  and  administra¬ 
tive,  maintenance,  ammunition,  supply,  transportation,  and  command  and 
control  elements.  The  PSE  provided  responsive  support  to  committed  units 

frem  succsssive  locations  at  Phan  Thlet  and  Song  Mao.  A  Forward  Supply 
Point  (FSP)  was  opened  for  a  short  time  at  Luong  Son  due  to  the  relatively 
large  sice  of  the  area  of  operations. 

c.  Supporting  Forces: 

(1)  USASC,  Caa  Ranh  Bay  provided  overall  logistical  support. 

It  also  established  separate  forward  support  areas  (ESA)  at  Phan  Thlet 

and  Son g  Mao.  Those  installations  provided  the  Brigade  with  the  Bulk  of 
Clase  I,  III,  IIIA,  and  V  supplies  and  were  co-located  with  the  FSE. 

(2)  Phan  Rang  Sub  Area  Coraiand,  USASC,  C®  Ranh  Bay  provided 
transportation  assests.  Of  particular  importance  the  529th  Transporta¬ 
tion  Company  (Lt  Trk)  provided  the  bulk  of  transportation  required  to 
execute  major  convoys. 

(3)  10th  Gcsnbat  Aviation  Battalion  helicopters  provided 
logistical  as  well  as  tactical  support. 

(4)  USAF  0)A  C-130,  and  C-123  aircraft  transported  most  o'f 

the  Brigade  routine  reaupply  of  Class  II  and  IV  equipment  fron  Phan  Rang 
bft06  camp, 

2.  (C)  HATERIAL  aNU  SERVICES. 

a.  Supply, 

(1)  Class  I  supplies  were  received  in  sufficient  quantity, 
and  no  major  shortages  were  experienced.  Seme  difficulty  was  initially 
encountered  .with  resupply  of  ice  and  ice  cream.  However,  the  proximity 
of  Phan  Rang  made  it  possible  to  fly  in  ice  and  ice  cream  on  a  dally  basis 
aboard  C7A  aircraft.  A  total  of  330.2  short  tons  of  Class  I  were  issued, 

(2)  Class  II  and  IV  supplies  continued  to  be  flown  directly 
to  the  fon«rd  area  aboard  USAF  fixed  wing  aircraft.  A  total  of  143.2 
short  tongs  of  Class  II  and  IV  supplies  vmre  issued  during  the  operation. 
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Incloaure  4  (Logistics)  to  After  Action  Report,  Operation  PARRaGUT 

(3)  Class  III.  The  large  extent  ot  rend  convoy  activity 
inflated  consumption  of  fiOCrtS  and  DF2  fuel  to  a  level  above  the  average 
for  previous  operations.  The  Brigades  organic  and  attached  vehicles  con¬ 
tused  526,2  short  tons  of  Class  III  products  throughout  Operation  FARRACUT, 

(4)  Class  V.  Although  ho  major  engagements  occured  during 
the  operation,  ammunition  issue  accounted  for  559.3  short  tone.  This 
ent're  amount  was  not  expended,  and  Brigade  units  canpleted  the  operft- 
tioi  with  full  basic  loads. 

( 5)  Water, 

The  resupply  of  water  provided  ease  difficulty  while 
the  Brigade  was  located  in  the  Phan  Thlet  area.  The  dry  season  prevent¬ 
ed  units  fran  utilising  the  maiy  intermittent  streeos  in  the  area  of 
operations.  As  a  result  water  came  primarily  from  a  small  number  of 
central  sources.  The  plaetie,  3  gallon  capacity,  free  drop  container  again 
proved  its  worth.  Although  this  itaa  has  attained  a  high  degree  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  use,  stocks  are  limited.  Consequently  every  effort  must 
be  made  to  recover  and  re-use  these  container*. 

b.  Maintenance,  The  following  maintenance  problems  presented 
the  greatest  degree  of  difficulty  during  the  operation: 

(1)  The  H-13B/U  handset  continues  as  a  sour  —  of  difficulty 
in  signal  maintenance.  Pending  issue  of  an  improved  replacement  item, 
field  expedient  measure  and  frequent  replacement  provided  the  onlv  solu¬ 
tions. 

(2)  Vehicle  engines,  particularly  for  the  3/4  ton  truck, 
failed  at  an  increasing  rate.  This  was  due  to  excessive  heating  and 
advanced  engine  life. 

(3)  Generators  experienced  a  high  rate  of  failure  due  to  the 
excessive  heat,  humidity  and  breakdowns  in  viocosity  of  the  oil  used.  A 
running  limit  of  15  hours  was  established  in  order  to  insure  odeouste 

lubrication. 

(4)  Streep  members  under  the  rear  2  £  ton  truck  cab  and 
vehicle  bed  began  tex  fail.  This  dan  be  attributed  to  constant  operation 
over  poor  roads  while  carrying  heavy  loads. 

(5)  Starlight  scopep  are  failing  at  an  increasing  rate.  The 
primary  dlffieultiee  are  caused  by  the  damage  to  knobs  and  rubber  covers. 

Each  scope  must  bo  evacuated  to  Sacramento  for  repair  at  an  estimated 
coat  of  approximately  $2500.00. 

(6)  Small  arms  revealed  signs  of  extensive  wear  and  same 
corrosion.  This  is  natural  since  these  weapons  have  been  in  almost 
constant  use. 

(7)  Lack  of  repair  parts  for  sifpiol  and  engineer  equipment 
created  unnecessary  deadline  periods.  Primary  examples  included  handset 
cables  and  generator  engines. 

(8)  The  fallowing  is  a  summary  of  maintenance  activities 
and  Job  orders  during  the  operation: 


Received 

Automotive 

102 

93 

9 

Anuta  ent 

240 

235 

5 

Inst  ruaent 

87 

82 

5 

Signal 

506 

405 

101 

Engineer 

65 

47 

18 
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™loaure  *  tUUMiu,)  to  After  Action  Report,  Operation  WRteCUT 
o.  Other  Services  j 

service#  and  bath 

personnel  and  equipsant  drawn  'firm  SS^S C  eJTt"  T^et  and  Hao  *ith 
"hen  the  Brigadro^aud  dl^i:Tfr!tO  Ssnh  Ba*-  during  the  period# 
Command  provided  these  services!7  ?  b  C4BPj  th®  Phan  fer«  Sub  Area 

3»  (U)  SUMMART,  On^pflfHrtn  PkffR^rilT 

problems.  The  l^tioaTSJjL *2S^^?!,lUd  ma>r  lo*i*tio*l 
tactical  operation#.  Sceie'ehnrte^!?01"^  fully  capable  of  supporting 
vehicle  convey,,  ho«wr  thee#  T^"  °f 

A.  (U)  CONCLUSIONS. 

V»lld  and  should^ e'e ^ntlnue d!^ ^  *yst®  ^  suPP°rt  ooncepte  have  proven 
In  the  co«luctao/TO^dtt,nTOys!qUi”d  t0  rai*8  0,8  Bri«ad®'»  proficiency 
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Inclosure  5  (Signal )  to  Combat  Operations  After  Report,  Operation  FARRAOJT 

.  1.  (1J)  MISSICh :  The  1st  FASCP,  501st  Signal  and  the  Comunioations  Platoon, 

*  '  HHC  1st  Brigade  101st  Abn  Div  had  the  joint  mission  of  providing  signal  support  for 
the  Brigade. 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS 

a.  GENERAL!  The  1st  FASCP,  501st  Signal  and  the  Cominication  Platoon, 

HHC  1st  Brigade  101st  Abn  Div  provided  signal  support  during  Operation  FARRAGUT  by 
establishing  the  Brigade  Command  Poet  and  Cominications  Systems  at  Song  Kao  and 
Phan  Rang, 

b.  VHP  Section  provided  circuits  at  Rian  Rang  from  the  Bde  OP  to  KACV, 

*  101st  Avn  Section  and  10th  Avn  Bn. 

o.  Commnication  Canter  Section  terminated  two  secure  teletype  circuits  at 
Song  Mao.  At  Phan  Rang  the  278th  Signal  Company  Conmunlcation  Canter  terminated 
three  secure  teletype  circuits.  Brigade  Communication  Center  personnel  augmented 
the  278th  Signal  Company  Communication  Center  in  support  of  the  Brigade. 

d.  SwitehboardAire  Section  established  the  Brigade  CP  at  Song  Mao  ter¬ 
minating  86  circuits  and  installed  approximately  LO  rnilea  of  wire.  At  Fhan  Rang 
the  278th  Signal  Co  operated  the  switchboard  and  terminated  the  circuits  for  the 
brigade,  Ihe  switchboard/wire  section  augmented  the  278th  Signal  Co  personnel. 

e.  FM  Radio  Soction  provided  FM  radio  stations  at  Song  Mao  and  Phan  Rang. 
Automatic  retransmission  and  relay  stations  were  employed  at  8!  6775U7 .  The  MARS 
Station  was  established  to  provide  phone  patch  service  to  USA. 

f.  AM  Radio  3eotion  operated  secure  radio  teletype  circuits  between  Song 
Mao  and  Phan  Rang.  A  secure  teletype  circuit  between  Phan  Rang  and  Tuy  Hoa  was 
established  in  support  of  the  2/327  with  IT  Ivy. 

g.  Maintenance  Section  continued  to  provide  maintenance  support  for  the 
Brigade  HHC  and  attachments. 

h.  Field  Forces  Signal  Support;  Bet  U,  5Uth  Signal  Bn  continued  to  pro¬ 
vide  cirotilts  into  the  in-country  system,  secure  radio  teletype  between  IFFORCEV, 
Brigade  Forward  and  Brigade  Rear  and  a  single  sideband  phone  patch  net  paralleling 
the  radio  teletype  not. 
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Inclosure  5  (Civil  Affairs)  to  Coobat  Operation  After  Action  Report 
Operation  F/JfflAGBT 

1.  During  Operation  Farragut  civil  affairs  activities  were  conducted 
in  Phan  Thiet  are!  Song  Mao  of  Binh  Thuan  Province  and  at  Phan  Rang  in  Ninh 
Thuan  Province.  In  all  areas  liaison  was  immediately  effected  with  the 
GVN  officials,  their  US  counterparts  and  representatives  of  the  civilian 
agencies.  In  conjunction  with  local  officials  price  lists  were  established 
and  distributed,  fair  wages  were  determined  and  labor  was  procured  fer  the 
Brigade.  In  less  populated  more  remote  areas  there  is  a  tendency  for 
laborers  to  demand  higher  wages  as  was  the  ease  in  the  Song  Mao  area. 

Initially  a  daily  wage  of  150$VN  per  day  was  demanded  even  though  a  wage 
of  80$ VN  per  day  was  fair  and  adequate  for  the  area.  However  ns  soon  aa 
it  waa  learned  the  Brigade  would  net  exceed  80&VN,  the  local  labor  force 
agreed  to  work  at  that  price.  The  Song  Hao  area  was  also  unique  in  that 

it  contained  three  different  ethnic  groups  living  ir.  close  proximity  to  cne 
another,  Vietnamese,  Nunga  of  Chinese  decent  and  iiontagnarda.  Although 
the  Brigade  drew  labor  from  all  of  these  groups  on  a  daily  basis,  no  problems 
were  enoountored.  Although  Phan  Rang  is  a  relatively  prosperous  area  and 
the  US  Government  arpleju  hundreds  of  local  workers  on  a  permanent  basig, 
tho  brigade  had  no  trouble  obtaining  daily  hires  for  90$VN  per  day.  The 
practice  of  allowing  the  units  te  procure  their  own  labor  rather  than 
operating  n  central  hire  point  continued  to  prove  more  efficient  when 
operating  in  the  Phan  Hang  area.  During  Operation  Forragut  over  200 
Montagnards  were  resettled  in  secure  areas,  30  innocent  civilians  were 
returned  to  their  hemes  and  the  VC  village  of  Vinh  Hoa  in  Binh  Thuan 
Province,  (approximately  600  people)  wna  reccttled  in  a  GV1I  controlled 
area.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  operation  40  fan. 'lies  frem  the  VC  village 
of  Song  Hai  in  Ninh  Thuan  had  moved  back  to  GVN  control  in  the  Phan  Hang 
area.  The  Brigade  provided  3  tons  of  food  stuffs  and  2  tons  of  captured 
rice  to  help  feed  the  refugees  from  Vinh  Hoa  and  5  tons  of  captured  rice 
for  the  families  from  Song  Hai. 

2.  As  the  Brigade  operated  in  three  different  areas  during  Operation 
Farregut,  civic  action  efforts  were  aimed  at  high  impact  short  duration 
projects  attempting  to  integrate  GVN  officials  and  forces  whenever  possible. 
Significant  activities  during  the  operation  were  ns  follows: 

a.  Joint  US/VH  sick  calls  were  conducted  in  all  3  areas  treating 
more  than  2000  patients. 

b.  Extensive  work  was  conducted  on  Highway  One  between  Phan  Thiet 
and  Song  Mao  resulting  in  the  repair  of  2  culverts,  5  bypasses  and  27  euts. 

c.  A  running  v-ter  system  wna  installed  in  the  Notre  Dame  Orphanage 
at  Phan  Thiet.  The  brigade  provided  the  materials  and  the  local  Public 
Worke  Dept  installed  the  system.  Prior  to  installing  the  systaa,  water 

hod  to  be  drawn  from  a  well  and  carried  to  the  orphanage.  With  the  new 
ewtom  writer  can  now  be  drawn  from  any  ef  13  taps  located  throughout  the 
orphanage. 

d.  Two  captured  VC  sewing  machines  wsre  repaired  and  presented  to 
the  Girls  Club  at  tho  An  Phouc  District  high  school  in  Ninh  Thuan. 

«.  Mere  than  100  students  in  the  Phan  Rang  area  were  given  scholar¬ 
ships  for  at  least  one  vear  by  troopers  of  tho  brigade  stationed  at  Phan  Rang. 

f.  Largo  quantities  of  food,  clothing,  soap,  scrap  lumber  and 
various  caotured  coa&odities  were  distributed  to  refugees  and  needy  hamlets. 

3.  Lessons  Learned: 

a.  Several  packages  of  gifts  were  eent  by  an  organisation  in 
ths  States  to  a  mother  of  the  Brigade  for  distribution  to  needy  Vietnamese 
children.  Most  of  the  items  were  gift  wrapped  and  an  sttmept  was  made  to 
distribute  thaa  in  this  form.  This  proved  extremely  difficult  as  many  of 
the  items  wore  not  suitable  for  the  ages  of  the  childron  receiving  them. 
Beardless  ef  fancy  gift  wrapping  .all  packages  must  be  opened  and  examined 
prior  to  distribution. 

b.  When  the  brigade  alters  a  now  area  the  local  labor  force 
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In ol os itre  7  (Psychological  Operations)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  FARRAGUT 

1<  Psychological  Objective i 

a.  To  Induce  VC,  VC  sympathisers  and  G7N  supporters  living  in  VC  oon- 
trollsd  areas  to  avail  themselves  of  the  OVN  Chieu  Hoi  Program* 

b.  To  encourage  the  populace  "on  the  fence"  to  Join  the  GVH  as  opposed 
to  the  VC. 

o.  To  strenghten  the  will  to  resist  the  VC  and  increase  the  morale  of 
the  pro -OVN  populace. 

2,  Ooncept  of  Operation! 

a.  Phase  Ii  During  this  phase  of  the  operation  emphasis  was  placed  on 
conducting  Psychological  Warfare.  The  majority  of  leaflet  and  loudspeaker  missions 
were  conducted  in  the  AO.  After  all  target  areas  in  the  AG  had  been  coveted 
missions  were  conducted  over  populated  areas  outside  the  AO.  These  missions 
concentrated  on  target  areas  inmsdiately  adjacent  to  the  AO  which  were  known  to  be 
VC  or  have  strong  VC  sympathies.  All  mission  during  this  phase  were  daylight 
missions  conducted  from  USA?  C-10  aircraft. 

b.  Phase  Q  and  lilt  During  this  phase  of  the  operation  emphasis  was 
lifted  from  Psychological  Warfare  to  Psychological  Operations.  The  priority' 
targets  were  the  populated  areas,  Srphasie  was  placed  on  missions  over  VC  controlled 
and  contested  villages.  Three  leaflets  and  three  tapes  were  secured  from  the 
Province  Chief,  rep.-odueed,  and  distributed  throughout  the  Province.  Two  C4i7 
loudspeaker  missions,  each  2  hours  in  duration,  were  conducted  over  the  populated 
areas  each  night.  Daily  C-10  leaflet  missions  covered  the  populated  areas  also. 
Operations  within  the  AO  included  a  mass  leaflet  drop  designed  to  saturate  the 
entire  area  at  the  outset  of  the  Combat  Ope  ration. Loud speaker  and  leaflet  rdSaiorm 
were  conducted  in  the  AO  as  the  tactical  operation  uncovered  likely  targets. 

c*  Phase  TVs  During  the  last  phase  of  the  operation  ert$hasie  wae  again 
placed  on  conducting  missions  in  the  populated  areas.  Two  leaflets  and  three 
tapes  from  the  Province  Chief  ire  re  obtained,  reproduced  and  disseminated,  1 
Poster  and  1  tape  were  requested  by  Brigade  Psy  Ops  and  were  distributed.  Night 
lnudaposka-  mien  Inna  continued  as  in  phase  II.JII,  A  mass  leaflet  drop  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  saturate  the  AO  (SB-35)  and  dally  lea-flu t  and  loudspeaker  missions  were 
conducted  against  likely  targets  discovered  as  a  result  of  tactical  operations. 

3.  Ooerations  conducted! 

a.  Missions!  102  missions  covering  172  target  areas  were  conducted. 

Target  areas  ranged  in  sisa  from  several  huts  to  areas  as  large  as  216  sq.  km. 

b.  Leaflets!  16  different  leaflets  were  used  totalling  11,897,000 
dropped.  National  Safe  Conduct  Passes  were  dropped  on  each  leaflet  mission.  (See 
Tab  A,  Leaflet  list). 

c.  Loudspeaker!  A  total  broadcast  time  of  15b.5  hours  was  logged.  These 
consisted  of  I 

(1)  Aerial 

(a)  Day  (liva)i  8.5  hours, 

(b)  Day  (tape)i  28  hours. 

(e)  Night  (tapa)i.  101  hours, 

(2)  0 round  (day,  livs)i  lb  houre, 

(3)  Sea  (night,  tape)i  3  hours. 
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laolosure  7  (Psychological  Operations)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  FAHRAOJT  * 

It,  Sumaryt 

a.  Evaluating  the  effectivooeas  of  the  Bde  Pay  Ops  program  continues  to 
be  a  major  problem.  However,  lniireot  indicators  tend  to  show  the  program  is 
effective. 

(1)  Several  Hoi  Oanha  questioned  at  the  PHAN  fflUT  Chieu  Hoi  Oente- 
(FARRAOOT  IV)  indicated  they  had  haard  loudspeaker  broadcasts  both  day  and  night 
prior  to  their  rallying. 

(2)  Most  Hoi  Chanh  were  in  possession  of  one  or  more  leaflets  at  the 
time  they  rallied. 

(3)  Chieu  Hoi  Canter  officials  at  WAN  RANO  oonflrreid  that  they  receive 
li  Hoi  Chanhs  as  a  direct  result  of  a  loudsp*  'ker  appeal  conducted  by  this  Brigade. 

A  VC  made  the  appeal  from  a  UH-1B  vie  SONG  KAO  to  his  B  friends.  His  friends 
heard  the  appeal  and  returned  to  the  GVN. 

(li)  Village  of  SON  HOI  comsncod  evacuation  to  a  OVN  secure  area 
several  days  after  a  low  let^l  leaflet  drop  had  been  conducted  against  the  village. 

(5)  uo  persons  rallied  to  the  OVN  in  a  group  (W  >f  PHAN  THIET.  These 
peopled  village  had’  had  several  leaflet  and  loudspeaker  missions  conducted  against 
It  approximately  1  week  prior  to  their  rallying. 

b.  This  operation  marked  the  first  use  of  "Key  Ooramunincator*  leaflets 
and  taped  messages.  The  results  achieved  indicated  that  this  method  of  getting 
across  a  mBssago  is  highly  successful.  One  Hoi  Chanh  who  rallied  to  the  PHAN  THIET 
Chieu  Ifoi  Center  said  be  did  so  because  he  heard  "the  Province  Chief,  wanted,  the  VC  tc 
ceme  back  to  tl»  government*.  He  further  stated  that  he  "heard  the  Province  Qlief 
talking  from  an  airplano"  (0-10  using  one  of  the  prepared  tapes). 

c.  Several  Hoi  Chanh  stated  that  of  all  weapons  systems  used  by  the  Bde, 
the  one  most  feared  is  the  helicopter.  The  70  know  its  capabilities  and  are  there¬ 
fore  uncertain  what  any  helicopters  intentions  are  when  one  is  sighted.  It  ie 
interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of  indications  pointing  to  a  successful  Bde 
Pry  Ops  progran  involved  helicopter  missions.  Whether  this  Is  the  result  of 
probability  or  a  direct  correlation  is  not  known  at  this  time.  However,  continued 
efforts  will  be  made  to  define  the  relationship  between  effective  Psy  Ops  mission* 
awl  tt»  use  of  helicopters  as  Psy  Ops  vehicles.  Two  reasons  why  the  helicopter  may 
be  more  successful  than  other  type  aircraft  in  conducting  Psy  Ops  mission  are, 

(1)  The  helicopter  instills  greater  fear  in  the  VC  initially.  After 
it  become  apparent  that  the  helicopter  is  conducting  a  Psy  Ops  missions  a  feeling 
of  relief  would  be  manifested.  At  this  time  the  Psy  Ops  message  night  be  more 
meaningful  to  the  VC. 

(2)  The  helicopter  normally  Is  used  at  much  lower  altitudes  in  con¬ 
ducting  Psy  Opothan  are  the  USAP  Fixed  Wing  aircraft.  This  fact  allows  greater 
accuracy  in  leaflet  drops  and  closer  range  for  ths  loudspeaker  broadcasts. 

d.  Baaed  on  the  effectiveness  indicators  received  to  dato,  the  current 
program  of  eonoentrating  on  population  centers  using  Key  Conamicator  appeals 
will  be  continued  and  the  reeulte  evaluated. 

5.  lessons  beamed  1 

a.  The  aivallabllity  of  a  proficient  interpreter  or  linguist  ie  essential 
to  conducting  effective  Pay  Ops  particularly  in  rapid  reaction  situations. 

b.  Key  connunlcator  appeals  approach  Face-to-Face  oomsunicatiwi  in  that 
the  audience  can  identify  with  tha  speaker. 

c.  General  appeals  promising  good  treatment  and  encouraging  VC  to  rally 
to  the  Brigade  are  ineffective  due  to  a  lack  of  credibility.  EBghasis  should  be 
placed  Instead  on  encouraging  VC  to  rally  to  the  OVN.  Key  ccwiounicator  appeals 
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eospled  with  the  demorallfein?  etfeots  of  combat  operations  oraate  a  high  measure 
of  persuasiveness  and  credibility. 

d.  The  helicopter  makes  an  ideal  Pay  Ops  aircraft.  Its  use  on  leaflet 
missions  allovs  pinpoint  accuracy  since  leaflets  can  he  distributed  at  very  lew 
levels.  Loudspeaker  broadcasts  similarly  can  be  pinpointed  and  the  effects  of 
high  winds,  on  clarity,  minimised. 
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Tab  A  (Leaflet  List)  to  Inclosure  7  (Psychological  Iterations)  to  Oonbat  Operations  rC 
After  Action  Report,  Operation  PARRAOOT 

During  Operation  FARRAOOT  the  following  leaflets  were  usedt 


1. 

HSGP 

33. 

21*58-123-67 

2. 

3P-331 

3lu 

21*58-121*^7 

3. 

ff-766 

35. 

21*58-137-67 

1*. 

SP-769 

36. 

21*5»-U*2-67 

5. 

SP-782 

37. 

21*58-158-67 

6. 

SP-868 

38. 

21*58-161-67 

7. 

SP-91*1 

39. 

21*58-163^7 

8. 

SP-91,2 

1*0. 

21*58-190-67 

9. 

SP-9U7 

la. 

2USN-191-67 

10. 

SP-951A 

1*2. 

16-67 

n. 

3P-95U 

1*3. 

172-66 

12. 

S’ -957 

1*1*. 

331-66 

13. 

3P-958 

1*5. 

PO-1 

1U. 

SP-liil* 

1*6. 

Sjving  Reunion 

15. 

SP-1231* 

16. 

3P-1389 

17. 

SP-U*31 

18. 

SP-1539 

19. 

SP-1619 

20. 

SP-17U6 

21. 

SP-1755 

22. 

SP-16-67 

23. 

21*58-61-67 

21*. 

21*58-63-67 

25. 

21*58^.09-67 

26. 

21*58-113-67 

27. 

21*58-111* -67 

28. 

21*58-117-67 

29. 

2i*S»-H8-6? 

30. 

21*  5)1-119-67 

31. 

21*58-120-67 

32. 

21*5)1-122-67 
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Inclosure  8  (Artillery)  to  Combat  Operation  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
FARRAGUT 

1.  Mission i  2d  Battalion  (Airborne)  320th  Artillery  support#  lat 
Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division.  Battery  "B".  1st  Battalion  (Tewed),  30th 
Artillery  provides  general  support  to  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne 
Division, 

2.  Su unary  of  Operation! 

a.  In  the  conduct  of  Operation  FARRAGUT  the  sane  techniques  of 
fire  support  coordination  and  artillery  employment  which  have  proven 
successful  in  previous  operations  were  utilised.  FavorAble  terrain  and 
the  concept  of  operation  of  the  maneuver  elements  allowed  extensive  employ¬ 
ment  of  radar  throughout  phases  II,  III,  and  IV.  Battalion  FDC  was  utili¬ 
sed  throughout  the  operation,  centrally  located,  as  the  controlling  FDC. 

b.  in  additional  forward  ebeervor  requirement  was  imposed  by  the 
attachment  of  a  forward  observer  party  to  the  2/Uh  ARVN  during  the  conduct 
of  fhase  17.  This  exceeded  the  organic  forward  observer  capability  of  the 
battalion,  and  was  fulfilled  by  utilising  personnel  with  associated  train¬ 
ing  and  experience  from  within  the  battalion. 

c.  Naval  gunfire  provided  reinforcing  fires  to  the  brigade 
during  phases  III  and  IV  of  FARRAGUT.  Liaison  was  maintained  at  the 
brigade  level  as  well  as  periodic  radio  communications  between  the  suppor¬ 
ting  ships  and  battalion  FDC. 

d.  8/1/30  was  frequently  split  into  two  platoons,  each  platoon 
collocated  with  a  battery  of  105mm  howitsers,  throughout  the  operation. 
Several  fire  mission  ware  conducted,  adjusting  with  the  105's  and  massing 
the  fires  of  both  the  105 >s  and  155' e  in  effect.  Flexibility  was  obtained 
by  shifting  the  fires  of  one  element  (usually  the  105'a)  on  to  possible 
escape  routes  while. the  other  maintained  suppressing  fires  on  the  eneey. 

e.  The  amount  of  H  and  I  fires  wee  increased  during  this  oper¬ 
ation.  lhese  fires  are  effectively  utilised  todbeeive  the  enenrr  as  to  the 
objective  of  tfea maneuver  elements  and  to  deny  the  enemy  use  of  critical 
terrain,  roads,  bridges,  fords,  campsites,  etc.  Likely  H  and  I  targets 
can  be  obtained  from  the  maneuver  elements  relaying  through  their  forward 
observers. 


f .  Air  warning  messages  are  new  being  broadcast  over  the  "Guard" 
OH  frequency  by  the  fire  direction  center,  using  an  air  force  survival 
kit  radio.  Tests  thus  far  have  been  generally  favorable,  although  the 
radio's  range  seem  to  be  extremely  limited.  Broadcasting  air  warning 
messages  in  this  manner  is  convenient  for  the  pilots  since  the  UHF 
"Guard"  frequency  is  monitored  by  them  at  all  times.  A  search  la  being 
made  for  a  more  powerful,  portable  UHF  radio. 

g.  A  schedule  of  fires  conducted  at  the  beginning  of  Phase 
IV  was  terminated  about  halfway  through  due  to  the  flight  paths  of 
helicopters,  lifting  In  the  maneuver  elements,  crossing  the  gun-target 
line.  Strict  adhe-ence  to  the  proposed  flight  corridor  by  the  pilots 
would  have  enabled  the  schedule  of  fires  to  be  completed. 

3.  Execution! 

a.  Phase  It 

(1)  At  270700  January,  A/5-320th  displaced  to  BH5888L2.  Unit 
closed  at  1020  hours.  Direct  Support  of  1-3 27th  Infmtry. 

(2)  At  310730  January,- A/2-320th  displaced  to  BN?Ui871i.  Unit 
closed  at  1010  hours.  Oeneral  support  of  lat.  Brigade. 
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(3)  At  271000  January,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  8)512768.  Unit 
closed  at  1600  hours,  Dlreot  support  of  2-327th  Inf  aid.  ry. 

(U)  At  311115  January,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  BN6156J5.  Unit 
closed  at  161(6  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(5)  At  051730  February,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  8)665690.  Unit 
closed  at  1330  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(6)  At  ia«r  February,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  8)669688.  Unit 
closed  at  11(20  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(7)  At  150630  February,  B/2 -320th  displaced  to  BH69257!i.  Unit 
closed  at  1600  hours.  Direct  support  of  2 -3 27th  Infantry. 

(8)  At  270700  January,  C/2-320th  displaced  to  97702598.  Unit 
closed  at  1715  hours.  Direct  seaport  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

(9)  At  281000  January,  C/2-320th  displaced  to  *667688.  tJnlt 
closed  at  1615  hours.  Dlreot  support  of  2-502d  Infantry, 

(10)  At  301830  January,  C/2-320th  displaced  to  BK7li2»67l*.  ttilt 
closed  at  310200  hours.  Oenaral  support  1st  Brigeie. 

(11)  At  271320  January,  BA-30th  displaced  to  BR667688.  Unit 
closed  at  1757  hours,  Oenaral  support  reinforclnj  the  fires  of  C/2-320th. 

(12)  At  300900  January,  BA -3 Oth  displaced  to  BN7lili87li.  Unit 
closed  at  2100  hotra.  Oenaral  support  reinforcing  the  fires  of  1st  Brigade. 

b.  Phase  III 

(1)  At  1706h5  February,  A/2 -3 20th  displaced  to  BN11i6252.  Unit 
closed  at  1015  hours.  Direct  support  of  1 -327th  Jafantry. 

(2)  At  230700  February,  A/2-320t h  displaced  to  80.25388.  Unit 
closed  at  1100  hours.  Direct  support  of  1 -327th  fifantry. 

(3)  At  2811(00  February,  A/2-320th  displaced  to  BH266856.  Dnlt 
closed  at  1800  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327tb  jrfantry, 

(8)  At  170500  February,  BA-320tb  displaced  to  8*12531(8.  Dnlt 
cloaed  at  0830  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  j of entry. 

(5)  At  230600  February,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  BK23S878.  Dnit 
cloaed  at  1100  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327tb  Infantry. 

(6)  At  250600  February,  BA -320th  displaced  to  AH812817.  Dnlt 
closed  at  0900  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

(7)  At  280630  February,  BA-32t>th  displaced  to  EK266856.  Dnlt 
closed  at  1320  hours.  Direct  support  of  2 -3 2 7th  Infantry. 

(8)  At  170730  February,  C/2 -320th  displaced  to  AK962316.  Dnit 
closed  at  1730  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

(9)  At  180600  February,  C/2-3 20th  displaced  to  *212806.  Dnlt 
closed  at  1800  hours.  Direct  support  of  2~5Q2d  Infantry. 

(10)  At  190700  February,  0/2-320th  displaced  to  m?1250h.  Dnlt 
closed  at  1630  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502  Infantry. 

(11)  At  281330  February,  C/2-320th  displaced  to  8)2661(56.  Dnit 
closed  at  2000  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

8-2 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CCM1DLNTIAL. 

Inclosure  8  (Artillery)  to  Ooabet  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
FAHRAOUT 

(12)  At  170715  February,  BA-30tl  displaced  to  *762316.  Unit 
dosed  at  1730  hours.  General  support  reinforcing  the  fires  of  C/2-320th. 

(13)  At  281U10  February,  BA-jOth  displaced  to  *2661:56.  Unit 
closed  at  2020  hours.  General  support  of  the  1st  Brigade. 

c.  Hiase  IHi 

(1)  At  030700  Kerch,  A/2 -3 20th  displaced  to  BN187666.  Unit 
closed  at  1000  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(2)  At  060615  March,  A/2-320th  displaced  to  *2661:56.  Chit 
dosed  at  1035  hours.  Direct  support  of  l/327th  Infantry. 

(3)  At  C0.0630  March,  &2-320th  displaced  to  BNU23339.  Unit 
dosed  at  11:20  hours'.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(U)  At  020730  March,  a/2-320th  displaced  to  *5181:20.  Chit 
closed  at  1500  hours.  Direct  support  of  2 -327th  Infantry. 

(5)  At  030700  March,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  EK59U521.  Unit 
closed  at  1615  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327 th  Infantry. 

(6)  At  030500  March,  C/2-320th  diaplaoed  to  *205528.  Unit 
dosed  at  0930  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

(7)  At  060630  March,  C/2-320th  displaced  to  W266U56.  Unit 
closed  at  1600  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-502d  Infantry. 

(8)  At  030600  March,  BA-30th  displaced  to  *591:521.  Unit 
closed  at  1615  hours.  General  support  reinforcing  the  fires  of  B/2-320th. 

d.  Phase  17: 

(1)  At  090600  Man*,  A/2 -320th  displaced  to  BR7  86667.  Unit 
closed  at  1500  hours.  Direct  support  of  1 -327th  Infantry. 

<2)  At  220700  Martd:,  A/2-320th  displaced  to  *71*869.  Unit 
closed  at  171:5  hours.  General  support  1st  Brigade. 

(3)  At  090500  March,  2-320tb  displaced  to  *703597.  Unit 
doaed  at  llliS  hours.  Direct  support  of  2-327th  Infantry. 

(1)  At  150700  March,  B/2-320th  displaced  to  BN686682.  Unit 
closed  at  1152  hours.  Direct  support  of  2/502d  Infantry. 

($)  At  230900  March,  B/2-3?Oth  displaced  to  *1:77869.  Unit 
closed  at  1250  hours.  General  support  of  1st  Brigade. 

(6)  At  080800  March,  CA-320th  displaced  to  *5151:19.  Unit 
dosed  at  1250  hours.  Direct  support  of  2 -502 d  Infantry. 

(7)  At  121300  March,  C/2 -3 20th  displaced  to  *71*869.  Unit 
closed  at  2130  hours.  Direct  support  2-327 th  Infantry. 

(8)  At  220700  March,  BA-30th  displaced  to  HK63ll526.  Unit 
closed  at  1000  hours.  General  support  reinforcing  the  fires  of  BA -3 20th. 

(9)  At  230900  March,  BA-30th  displaced  to  *71*86?.  (bit 
closed  at  121:5  hours.  General  support  of  1st  Brigade. 

li.  Remits: 

a.  12  VC  (KB  Arty). 
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1.  The  most  significant  Engineer  activity  in  Operation  FARRAOCTT  was  the 
opening  and  use  of  land  lines  of  comunication.  During  the  initial  phase  of 
the  operation,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  J02d  Infantry  moved  into  the  Secret 
Base  7  area  using  Rt  1  and  Rt  Ii06.  The  later  stages  of  the  operations  were 
characterised  by  daily  usage  of  Rt  1  In  the  area  in  which  the  Brigade  was 
operating.  the  displacement  of  the  Brigade  baas  from  HUN  THIET  to  SCWQ  MAO 
and  from  SCNG  MAO  to  HUN  RANG  was  accomplished  by  road. 

2.  The  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  received  general  Engineer 
support  from  elements  of  the  35th  Engineer  Group.  Company  B,  llttta  Engineer 
Battalion  provided  support  in  the  PHAN  RANG  area,  specifically  repairing  8 
kilometers  of  Rt  li06  in  late  January,  assisting  in  the  opening  of  Rt  1  from 
FHAN  RANG  to  SONG  MAO  on  15  and  16  February,  and  in  opening  Rt  li07  to  SONG 
HAI  in  raid  March.  2d  Platoon,  Corgi  any  A,  liith  Engineer  Battalion  provided 
support  in  preparing  the  Brigade  base  area  at  PHAN  THIET  and  in  opening  Rt  1 
frera  HUN  THIET  to  SONG  MAO  on  17  and  18  February.  Company  B,  87th  Engineer 
Battalion  constructed  the  airfield  at  SONG  MAO,  prepared  the  Brigade  base 
area  At  SONO  MAO,  provided  bulldozers  for  construction  of  access  roads  into 
the  LS  HONG  PHONO  Forest,  and  installed  a  bypass  on  Rt  1  on  li  March.  The 
support  rendered  by  each  of  these  units  was  responsive  and  timely  in  every 
incident, 

3.  Throughout  the  operation  Company  A,  326th  Engineer  Battalion  provided 
LZ  clearing  and  demolition  teams  to  the  coimitted  Infantry  Battalions.  Mine 
sweeping  teams  working  with  A  Troop,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th  Cavalry 

and  with  the  KP  Platoon  conducted  daily  sweeps  on  7t  1  from  18  February 
through  the  end  of  the  operation.  The  oompany  provided  a  provisional  platoon, 
reorganized  as  Infantry,  to  secure  Battery  B,  1-30  Artillery,  from  3  through 
11  February.  With  equipment  support  from  the  35th  Engineer  Group,  Oompany  A, 
326th  Engineer  Battalion  opened  Rt  1  from  PHAN  THIET  to  SONG  MAO,  repairing 
27  cuts  and  installing  3  bypasses.  Elements  of  the  company  constructed  approx¬ 
imately  25  kilometers  of  access  roads  into  the  US  HONQ  PHONO  Fcreat  and  dest¬ 
royed  two  bunker  complexes  totalling  more  than  100  bunkers. 

h.  The  types  of  mines  encountered  in  Operation  FARRAODT  were  the  CBU 
bonWat  eraplaood  on  trails  and  along  Rt  1  between  PHAN  THIET  and  SONO  MAO, 
a  coumand  detonated  Claymore  type  mine  uaed  on  Rt  1  north  of  TOT  PHCMQ,  and 
electrically  detonated  road  nines  emplaced  on  Rt  1  north  of  FHAN  THIET.  These 
electrically  detonated  ndnoa  used  a  firing  mechanism  made  of  two  flattened 
sections  of  tin  cans  held  approximately  1/8  inch  apart  by  split  wooden  pegs. 
These  metal  sections  were  wired  into  the  firing  system  and  pressing  the 
sections  together  completed  the  circuit  and  fired  the  nine.  Ihia  simple  but 
effective  mechanism  was  used  ae  a  pressure  devioe  or  for  ooraumd  detonation, 

5,  Drinking  water  was  a  distinct  problem  in  the  coastal  regions  around 
and  north  of  HUN  THIET.  The  only  water  source  found  near  PHAN  THIET  that 
would  support  the  Brigade  water  point  was  the  city  reservoir.  During  the 
diy  months  of  February  and  March  this  water  has  a  strong,  musty  taste  that 
la  extremely  unpleasant  and  even  effects  foods  prepared  with  water.  Salt 
was  used  to  contaminate  wells  used  by  the  VC  on  the  edge  of  the  LE  HONG  PHONG 
Forest. 

6.  There  were  no  unusual  Ehgine«r  problems  encountered  in  Operation 
FARRAGOT.  The  requirement  for  careful  road  sweeping  and  the  efficiency  of 
roads  as  a  means  for  moving  allies  were  again  demonstrated. 
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